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Rector’s Note

Sunday 26th July 

St John the Baptist Carhampton – 9.30am Holy Communion 
All Saints Wootton Courtenay – 11am BCP Holy Communion 
St George’s Dunster – open for private prayer 
Most churches will be open for private prayer on a Sunday or some other day 
of the week, please keep an eye on the notice boards. 
 

How very hard it is to believe, really believe, that everything works for good in those 
who love God. We live in a catalogue of disasters and difficulties, in which 
bewilderment seems the best we can do and God holds fast to saying in our world 
everything is working for our good. It does not necessarily mean that everything will 
work out fine for Christians or indeed all who love God. Perhaps we come back to 
the “hope” theme of last week. We hope for what we do not yet see, because in 
hope lies salvation and God’s love. Waiting to see the good that can always be 
found in however bad a situation can be an eye opener. It might not always be an 
answer or a comfort, but hoping positively brings out good in people, kindness, love, 
helpfulness, patience on adversity. And these are some of the fruits of the spirit, the 
things we look for to find God in any situation. And that’s a kind of answer too. We 
remain thankful that here in West Somerset we have remained mercifully free of 
COVID19. We have space, we have beautiful countryside. Many in cities do not, but 
that does not mean we should not rejoice in it. We are in receipt of abundance. The 
hard thing might be to be generous to those who are visiting, those who are 
escaping, the not-always-careful, who are potential sources of risk.  

Caroline 
-------------------------------------- 

Sunday 26th July (Seventh after Trinity) 

Readings & Collect 

Generous God, 
you give us gifts and make them grow: 
though our faith is small as mustard seed, 
make it grow to your glory 
and the flourishing of your kingdom; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
Common Worship Collect taken from Common Worship: Services and 
Prayers for the Church of England © The Archbishops’ Council 2000 

Romans 8: 26-end 
Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we 
ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And God, who 
searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit 
intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 
We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are 
called according to his purpose.  
 
Matthew 13:31-33,44-52 
Jesus put before them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard 
seed that someone took and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all the seeds, but 
when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds 
of the air come and make nests in its branches.’ 
He told them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman 
took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.’ 
‘The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and 
hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 
‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; on finding 
one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it. 
‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught 
fish of every kind; when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good 
into baskets but threw out the bad. So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will 
come out and separate the evil from the righteous and throw them into the furnace of 
fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

On Thursday 30th July the 
Church remembers William 
Wilberforce, Social Reformer, 
Olaudah Equiano and Thomas 
Clarkson, Anti-Slavery       
Campaigners, 1833, 1797 and 
1846. The following prayer is 
from the Church of England’s 
website: 
O Lord God, your Son Jesus 
Christ suffered and died for us. 
In his resurrection he restores 
life and peace in all creation. 
Comfort, we pray, all victims of 
intolerance and those  
oppressed by their fellow  
humans. 
Remember in your kingdom 
those who have died. 
Lead the oppressors towards 
compassion and give hope to 
the suffering. 
Through the same Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen.  

Celebrating Lay Ministries 

On 12th July the  Diocese of Bath and Wells 

held its annual celebratory service for all 

forms of lay ministry online. A recording is 

now available on YouTube. Click here to 

view. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LyNkdMdhWiw&t=13s

