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Rector’s Note

Sunday 2nd August 

St John the Baptist Carhampton – 9.30am Holy Communion 
St Nicholas Withycombe – 9.30am Holy Communion 
All Saints Wootton Courtenay – 11am Holy Communion 
St George’s Dunster – open for private prayer 
Most churches will be open for private prayer on a Sunday or some other day 
of the week, please keep an eye on the notice boards. 
 

Matthew 14:13-21 
I wonder what it felt like? Sitting on the grass listening to the preacher, watching sick 
people being healed, marvelling at it all and slowly becoming very hungry as the day 
draws to a close. Already there are people drifting off around the edge of the crowd, 
going home. Looking at the number of people still on the hillside, thousands… and 
realising with a sinking heart that all of the provisions in the nearby villages will be 
gone before I get there. It’s a long walk home, or will I have to spend the night here? 
Without anything to eat?  
Then, being told to sit down and men coming round with big baskets of fish and 
bread, inviting us to take all we wanted and more. Everyone laughing and sharing. A 
sense of togetherness, of joy, of being uplifted. And the preacher, smiling. 
It’s certainly what I’ve missed most, joining together with lots of people, the long, sad 
litany of cancelled coffee mornings, flower shows, the Dunster Fair, Dunster show, 
and all the other times we used to meet and thought nothing of it. The sharing with 
others, the good food, the company. And how often I did not really pause, as I 
hurried from one thing to another, to think, to really understand, that this is what the 
kingdom of heaven is like. 

 

Caroline 
-------------------------------------- 

Sunday 2nd August (Eighth after Trinity) 
Readings & Collect 
Lord God, your Son left the riches of heaven 
and became poor for our sake: 
when we prosper save us from pride, 
when we are needy save us from despair, 
that we may trust in you alone; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
Common Worship Collect taken from Common Worship: Services and 
Prayers for the Church of England © The Archbishops’ Council 2000 

Romans 9: 1-5 
I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience confirms it by the 
Holy Spirit— I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. For I could 
wish that I myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my own    
people, my kindred according to the flesh. They are Israelites, and to them belong 
the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and the 
promises; to them belong the patriarchs, and from them, according to the flesh, 
comes the Messiah, who is over all, God blessed for ever. Amen  
 

Matthew 14:13-21 
Now when Jesus heard this, he withdrew from there in a boat to a deserted place by 
himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot from the 
towns. When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for 
them and cured their sick. When it was evening, the disciples came to him and said, 
‘This is a deserted place, and the hour is now late; send the crowds away so that 
they may go into the villages and buy food for themselves.’ Jesus said to them, 
‘They need not go away; you give them something to eat.’ They replied, ‘We have 
nothing here but five loaves and two fish.’ And he said, ‘Bring them here to 
me.’ Then he ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves 
and the two fish, he looked up to heaven, and blessed and broke the loaves, and 
gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. And all ate 
and were filled; and they took up what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve 
baskets full. And those who ate were about five thousand men, besides women and 
children.  

For Rural Mission Sunday on 
19th July the Diocese of Bath and 
Wells put together a short film of 
reflections by some agricultural 
chaplains. To view on the         
diocesan YouTube channel click 
here.  
Thursday 6th August - The 
Transfiguration of Our Lord 
Collect 
Father in heaven, whose Son 
Jesus Christ was wonderfully 
transfigured before chosen    
witnesses upon the holy     
mountain, and spoke of the    
exodus he would accomplish at 
Jerusalem: give us strength so 
to hear his voice and bear our 
cross that in the world to come 
we may see him as he is; who is 
alive and reigns with you, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and for ever. Amen.  

Bishop Ruth has sent a video postcard to 
parishes via Facebook as she goes on     
sabbatical. (You don’t have to have a        
Facebook account to watch the video). To 
view the message click here.You may need 
to unmute the sound. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ikKOprzT0z4
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=619182855383155

