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Nurturing our unique acorns, for the infinite possibilities of the 
mighty oaks they shall become.  

Inspired by John 10:10, Gideon 6:11 and Corinthians 13:4 

Head Teacher’s Blog  
Dear Parents and Carers 
I am so proud of our school this week.  Oh my goodness, if you could have seen how well behaved they 
were at the theatre, how polite and respectful.  How they listened to the rules and expectation of this new 
and exciting space and just how hard they tried.  We have realised performing is so hard without a live 
audience to react to (it is nerve wracking enough with one).  The children performed to the best of their 
ability with us clapping like mad to show them how amazing they are and we even recorded their clapping 
sounds to use as sound effects to make the audience sound full… they liked this bit especially! It was a 
long and fun day for us all and we cannot thank the Regal Theatre staff enough.  They provided lighting, 
sound, back drops, space, heating, video recording, and all manner of bits and bobs to make it work for us.  
They came in the day before to set the lights, to set the sound and to make sure it was all ready for us.  
They have done all of this for us free of charge.  Please go to their local giving page to donate. What an 
amazing space, and an amazing opportunity for our pupils who just responded so well to being on the 
stage, many of them for the first time.  Our pupils from 4years to 9years all did so well, we hope you like 
the film when it has its final edit.  So, much hard work from staff and pupils has gone into this and we hope 
we pull it off ok!  I hope they all enjoy ‘elf day’ today.  Today is to raise awareness for dementia, please 
donate what you can. 
In other assessment news our year 2 pupils have been busy taking the phonics check (they would have 
had in June) and we are proud of their efforts.  Some we have still to do next week.  
It would also seem the government has reaslised the pressure on schools and pupils being in and open at 
this time is challenging enough.  They have altered the expectations on KS1/ Yr4 and KS2 testing, 
reducing the burden on pupils and staff alike to take a more sensible approach to measuring the pupils 
attainment and progress. This is very good news and more details will be shared imminently.  

Have a lovely weekend.  
Mrs Naomi Philp 
 

 

Our school is about kindness, caring for others, ourselves, and our world.  
Our school values our faith, our location, our community and most of all each other. 

We aim to instill a life long love of learning.  

Tel No: 01643 841259    www.timberscombecofefirstschool.co.uk     timberscombe@educ.somerset.gov.uk 

Little Oaks News 

This week the children have thoroughly enjoyed our role play 

area, which is now a hospital. They have been doctors, nurses, 

patients and receptionists! The children have found the X-rays 

particularly interesting. 

 

 Safeguarding   
We often remind you about what you should do if you are concerned 

about a child.  But what if you were concerned for the safety and 

welfare of an adult in our community? 

Who is an adult at risk?: 

An adult at risk is anyone aged 18 and over who: 

has needs for care and support 

is experiencing, or at risk of, abuse or neglect 

is unable to protect themselves against harm or exploitation 

If you are worried about a vulnerable adult, please don’t stay silent: 

Contact Adult Social care on 0300 123 2224 

https://ssab.safeguardingsomerset.org.uk/ 

Or call the Police on 101 or 999 in an emergency 
 

 

Please Support our Local Theatre 
The staff and volunteers at the Regal have 
been so kind and helpful this week.  If you can, 
please  support them via the link below.  This 
is instead of the usual collections that take 
place at our Nativities. 

https://localgiving.org/charity/regaltheatre/  



 

Star of the Week is Leo for overcoming worries about his lines to give a great               
performance in nativity!  
Class 1 For kindness this week, Mr Deeks has chosen Olivia for being a good friend and being        
supportive in the playground.  This week’s Achievement Award goes to Jack, for amazing progress 
with his phonics. 
Class 2—This week’s Achievement Award goes to Hudson for working so hard on his presentation.  
Miss Sparks has chosen Harry for a Kindness Award for being a great support to his classmates,    
always ready to give a 'well done'!  

Key Dates 
 Sunday 6th December  3.30pm Brewers Green—Community Christmas Tree (see poster in bulletin) 

 Wednesday16th Dec—Christmas Dinner and Party 

 Friday 18th December am—Christingle 

 Friday 18th December—Christmas Jumper Day for Save the Children—suggested £1 optional donation.  

Last day of the Autumn Term 

 Emotion Health Workers, Brandon Calaz and Kari King are running drop in sessions at Timberscombe on 

the following dates:    Fri 4th Dec 8.30-9.30 

 

 

Nurturing our unique acorns, for the infinite possibilities of 
the mighty oaks they shall become.  

Inspired by John 10:10, Gideon 6:11 and Corinthians 13:4 

December 4th 2020 

Don’t forget to read our separate Community 

Bulletin for information about what’s on in the 

local area 

 

An Extract from Thought for the Week 

By Ed Gregory  

Director of Education 

Diocese of Bath and Wells 

 

It is amazing that one word, in the right     
context, can have such an impact. For        
example, the word 'vaccine' in the context of 
'there will be a vaccine'. The impact on    
people's hopes, and on financial markets, was 
immediate and significant. The phrase 'there 
is light at the end of the tunnel' has, at long 
last, been rolled out and dusted off! For now, 
we are still in the tunnel and that particular 
light may be some way off just yet, the other 
side of the Christmas lights. However, it is 
always so much easier to physically look    
forward than it is to look back. So, let’s look 
forward with hope. 

Growth Mindset Weekly:  
 

Your attitude determines your direction 

 

 

Advent, Christingle and Christmas Virtual Events 
 

This is a Christingle Service filmed by the Exmoor Youth      

Project for the schools in Minehead and Exmoor Deanery 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wcyk4Jxn4d4   
 

The Children’s Society are doing a live Christingle service on 

Sunday Dec 13th here is the Facebook link   

https://www.facebook.com/events/2695266214024562/  
 

As we look ahead to Christmas, the national Church and the 

diocese will be providing resources and reflections which link 

to this year’s theme of Comfort and Joy. The different         

resources will support worship in schools, in churches and at 

home. You can read more here  
 

Sacred Spaces at Advent aims to inspire children and young 

people to explore moments of stillness found in the Christmas 

story. Each of these moments, or as they call them ‘sacred 

spaces’, came out of simple everyday activities. Each week, 

there will be a video from the Archbishop of York, Stephen 

Cottrell, sharing a reflection on the theme. 
 

The Journey to Bethlehem is a ‘living nativity’ 

which tells the Christmas story through the 

eyes of the shepherds. This re-enactment of 

the Christmas story uses live people and 

animals. Watch out for the mean tax        

collector, the moody Inn Keeper and some 

terrible sheep jokes along the way. You’ll fine 

this on YouTube channel here: https://

www.youtube.com/watch?

What do Santa’s little helpers 

learn at school? 

The Elf-abet!  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wcyk4Jxn4d4
https://www.facebook.com/events/2695266214024562/
https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/preparing-advent-christmas-2020-comfort-and-joy
https://www.bathandwells.org.uk/2020/10/comfort-and-joy-resources-for-christmas/
https://www.archbishopofyorkyouthtrust.co.uk/projects/sacred-spaces?utm_source=Advent+2020&utm_campaign=73dee08a2e-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_11_25_03_22&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_cde190b8c9-73dee08a2e-221378469
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YHv5bFYdMgA&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YHv5bFYdMgA&feature=youtu.be


 

 

  

By Kelly Twiss 

Have Yourself a Mindful little Christmas  

Christmas is a really incredible time for the senses, the sights, the aromas, the flavours and 

the sounds, there is nothing quite like it and it lasts all month.  It  really is the time to slow 

down, refocus and enjoy some mindful moments   together, especially after this year! 

Mindfulness is simply paying attention to something in the present moment.  Your focus can 

be on a feeling, an object, a task, even a thought. It’s about  noticing the present  moment 

without distractions and the magic of mindfulness is that, being in the present moment,    

actually slows down time! 

Being mindful allows us to savour each moment and so they become more meaningful. 

 

 

 

 

 

Living in the present helps us to feel more in 

control, reduces stress levels and increases the 

experience of positive emotions. 

By focusing and exploring these moments together through the festive time, the whole family can reap the positive    

benefits of practising mindfulness using the 5 senses. 

Here are some examples to get you started! 

Listening to Christmas songs sat by the Christmas tree or by the fire. 

Making gingerbread men, the whole house then smells of Christmas! 

Sharing some Mindful colouring time together, you could even turn these into Christmas cards or tags for presents, you 

could share your colourful pictures by putting them up in the window or posting them through a neighbour’s door for 

them to enjoy. 

Enjoy the simplicity and magic of a snow globe 

Wrap presents with brown paper and then decorate them with twigs and berries collected from your mindful  walks. 

Cut out snowflakes together and decorate your windows  

Take a nature walk and collect pine cones, leaves, berries and ferns and decorate the house. 

Light a candle and watch the flame dance together. 

Find the moments that are meaningful and unique to your family, your children will remember the magic of these       

moments more than the toys they received for many years to come. Not to mention the mindfulness skills they can use 

for the rest of their lives. 


