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Nurturing our unique acorns, for the infinite possibilities of the 
mighty oaks they shall become.  

Inspired by John 10:10, Gideon 6:11 and Corinthians 13:4 

Head Teacher’s Blog  
Dear Parents and Carers 
This week seems to have gone by in a real flurry.  I can’t believe our penultimate week of this Autumn term 
is over.  From Elf day and nativity madness last week, back to core learning this week.  I had the pleasure 
of being in lessons this week and to see the staff and pupils cracking on with their learning at a pace that 
was so impressive. It was also delightful to see the quality of activity and dialogue in Little Oaks– what a 
tremendously rich environment our staff are providing for our little ones from age 2 to the big kids upstairs!   
In other good news, our nativity is being edited! A massive thanks to Miss Sparks as she has sat with me 
late into the night more than once as we sifted through all the clips ready for a first edit.  It has now gone to 
Mrs Cooper’s son, Lewis, who is a whizz at this and he is working on our final edit for us!    An additional 
thank you to The Regal Theatre who let us record there, with their technical crew, for the whole day free of 
charge; please do donate if you can, whatever you can, to their local giving page. A huge thank you to our 
staff and children and all those cameos!  We will let you know shortly how we intend to share this with you 
for a small donation to our school.  We have endeavored to include every child, but as with the usual 
nativity, some will have larger roles than others.  All the children matter to us and we hope every single 
one of them enjoyed their activity as part of it, they did so well learning the songs, dances and lines.  
The government announced about the possible INSET day on Friday 18th.  We are not intending to hold 
an INSET day then.  We liaised with other local schools and we all felt our plans for track and trace were 
in place and we all had lovely things planned for the children on that last day that we didn’t want to lose.  
We also felt it would have placed additional pressure on working families to find childcare at short notice, 
plus we would have to lose an INSET day at another time.  Our INSET days are packed with training and 
preparation for ensuring our education standards remain high, so to lose one for us is a big consideration. 
We completely support any school deciding to have an INSET day, but we will remain open.  

Have a lovely weekend.  
Mrs Naomi Philp 
 

Our school is about kindness, caring for others, ourselves, and our world.  
Our school values our faith, our location, our community and most of all each other. 

We aim to instill a life long love of learning.  

Tel No: 01643 841259    www.timberscombecofefirstschool.co.uk     timberscombe@educ.somerset.gov.uk 

Little Oaks News 

This week we have made our Christmas tree out of the 

children’s hand prints. The children enjoyed making their 

own baubles to decorate it. We have made paper chains 

and counted the links and talked about long and short. With 

the cold weather upon us, the children enjoyed talking 

about winter and playing with the ice in messy play! 

If any of you are decluttering over Christmas, we would 

appreciate any ride-on toys that you no longer need, for our 

youngest children.  Thank you. 

 Safeguarding   
 

 

 

 

There's no legal age a child can be left home alone, as 
every child matures differently. 

However, parents and carers are responsible for     
keeping their children safe. If leaving your child home 
alone puts them at risk of harm – because they’re too 
young to care for themselves for example – the law 
might consider this neglect. 12yrs is referred to. 

The NSPCC website has good advice to help you    
decide when your child is ready to be left alone and 
how to keep them safe when you aren’t there:  https://
www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/in-the-home/
home-alone/# 

 

 

 

 

Thank you so much for your kind donations.  You 
helped us to raise £21 for the Alzheimer’s Society! 



 

Our Star of the Week is Tom for his fabulous sense of humour and making Miss Sparks laugh 
every day. 
Class 1 For Achievement this week, Mr Deeks has chosen Oscar T for amazing independent writing. 
Oscar C gets the Kindness Award for always being kind and thoughtful to others.  
Class 2 Leo gets the Achievement Award this week for his wonderfully descriptive Christmas writing. 
The kindness award goes to Keira, for her lovely manners and smiley face when she comes to the 
school office. 

Key Dates 
 Wednesday16th Dec—Christmas 

Dinner and Party 

 Friday 18th December am—Christingle 

 Friday 18th December—Christmas 

Jumper Day for Save the Children—

suggested £1 optional donation.  

 Last day of the Autumn Term 

 Emotion Health Workers, Brandon 

Calaz and Kari King are running drop in 

sessions at Timberscombe on the 

following dates:    Next term’s dates tbc 

Nurturing our unique acorns, for the infinite possibilities of 
the mighty oaks they shall become.  

Inspired by John 10:10, Gideon 6:11 and Corinthians 13:4 

December 11th 2020 

A Christmas Message from the  

Diocesan Education Team 

Often the themes of Advent are summed up as 
hope, joy, love and peace. 
 

This Christmas we thank you for bringing such 
hope to our schools, to our children and young 
people. 
 

This Christmas we thank you for the joy that you 
share, the joy of learning and of community. 
 

This Christmas we thank you for the love that you 
have shown through these most challenging times. 
 

This Christmas we thank you for the peace and 
reassurance that you bring to your communities 
 

This Christmas we pray that you may know,        
personally, the hope, joy, love and peace of this 
special season. 

 

 

Growth Mindset Weekly:  
 

“Twenty years from now you will be more disappointed by the things you did not do than by the ones 

you did. So… sail away from the safe harbour. Explore. Dream. Discover.”  

Mark Twain 

 

Advent, Christingle and Christmas Virtual Events 
 

Christingle Services: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wcyk4Jxn4d4   
 

https://www.facebook.com/events/2695266214024562/  
 

Seasonal Resources and Reflections:  

Comfort and Joy. The different resources will support worship in 

schools, in churches and at home. You can read more here  
 

Sacred Spaces at Advent aims to inspire children and young 

people to explore moments of stillness found in the Christmas 

story.  

The Journey to Bethlehem is a ‘living nativity’ which tells the 

Christmas story through the eyes of the shepherds: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

 

 

 

 

 

This week, you received the long-awaited information on our 

new food sharing scheme “FareShare Fridays” 

We are delighted to offer this to all our families both here at 

Timberscombe and at Dunster. 

This scheme is about reducing food waste as well as     

tackling food poverty.  If this food was not redistributed, it 

would just go to landfill! 

Please complete and submit the ParentMail form—you can 

select “yes please” or “no thank you” to becoming a     

member of the scheme.  This way, we know you have      

received the information. 

It is important to us that any family going through a difficult 

time benefits from FareShare Fridays, so please only make 

your voluntary contribution if you can afford to. We will not 

be checking individual payments and there will be no    

questions asked. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wcyk4Jxn4d4
https://www.facebook.com/events/2695266214024562/
https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/preparing-advent-christmas-2020-comfort-and-joy
https://www.bathandwells.org.uk/2020/10/comfort-and-joy-resources-for-christmas/
https://www.archbishopofyorkyouthtrust.co.uk/projects/sacred-spaces?utm_source=Advent+2020&utm_campaign=73dee08a2e-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_11_25_03_22&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_cde190b8c9-73dee08a2e-221378469
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YHv5bFYdMgA&feature=youtu.be


 

 

  

By Kelly Twiss 

Colour Me Happy!   
A fantastic way to ground ourselves and enjoy some quality time together is to do some col-

ouring, colours can affect our moods, feelings and emotions.  

Colouring helps you to focus on the moment and turn off our 

busy brains. 

The semi – meditative state we find ourselves in 

when engaged in this activity, provides us with some 

much-needed brain relief through lowering the activi-

ty of the amygdala – the part of the brain that con-

Mindful colouring is inclusive, it is open to anyone of any skill level, it’s very accessible and there 

is very little or no cost attached to it. There are some amazing colouring books available in many 

supermarkets and book shops and also free downloads online, as more and more people are     

enjoying the positive effects of this wonderful art therapy! 

There is no need to invest in fancy colouring pens unless you feel the need. 

With so many health benefits attached to colouring, it really is a simple way to sooth our minds 

and switch off from the hectic lives that so many of us lead. 

Mindful colouring – combats stress and anxiety so then lowering our blood pressure. 

Great for exercising fine motor skills 

Helps to spur creativity – which can increase our ability to creatively problem-solve 

Fosters a sense of compassion 

Colouring helps to build our focusing skills which in turn helps us to focus in other areas too, 

such as studying.    

There are many more benefits to enjoying this very restful and truly absorbing activity.  It’s great 

to spend the afternoon on a rainy day, enjoying this magical time with the children, talking about 

the colours we are drawn to, admiring each other’s creations and connecting in such a relaxing 

manner.    


