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Nurturing our unique acorns, for the infinite possibilities of the 
mighty oaks they shall become.  

Inspired by John 10:10, Gideon 6:11 and Corinthians 13:4 

Head Teacher’s Blog  
Well, what a week!  Thank you for all your support and kind emails they really have made our week as they have 
come in!  If you didn't start the week as a Google Classroom expert, because like us you probably only knew the 
basics, you are certainly ending the week as an accomplished user!  Well done for getting your children logged 
on and accessing the learning!  You, and my staff, are all getting achievement certificates this week!  For 
learning ICT systems at pace!  Next week, we are introducing online live lessons for our classes.  Thank you to 
our ‘test parents’ who have enjoyed laughing at us while we trialed this technology and invariably got it wrong.  
We hope now to have things ready to go – so fingers and toes crossed for Monday morning when many of our 
classes will have their first session with their teacher.  
Please note that during these sessions children need to be dressed and not in their bedrooms.  Children should 
be supervised, but do not need the parent to remain sat next to them for this online learning.  The parent will 
probably want the child to be in the same room so they can keep an ear and a distant eye on proceedings.  If the 
teacher needs to record the session this will be explained at the start.  
Devices are going out to homes, some went out today and some are going out Monday to families who fit a set 
of criteria for a device.  These are not government financed devices - these were purchased by the Opportunity 
Area.  Primary age pupils are not yet receiving devices from the DfE.   
There is a video link guide here: https://vimeo.com/showcase/parenthowtoguides  
We will be calling the few remaining families next week who haven't logged on yet to check on issues.  The 
expectation is all children will access the work and will be able to complete at least three activities per day 
appropriate to their age group.  Some of this will be via the live lessons, some via independent work checked by 
staff and some will be via video links and other resources.  
In regards to our boiler update: The team have been brilliant and the parts are all on order and should arrive next 
week.  
Finally, I must say well done to all the children at home for their learning but also well done to all those learning 

onsite as well!  Take care and 
stay safe and well, Mrs Naomi 
Philp 
 

Our school is about kindness, caring for others, ourselves, and our world.  
Our school values our faith, our location, our community and most of all each other. 

We aim to instill a life long love of learning.  

Tel No: 01643 841259    www.timberscombecofefirstschool.co.uk     timberscombe@educ.somerset.gov.uk 

Little Oaks News 

The staff at Little Oaks wish you all a very happy new year!  

We are looking forward to seeing the children next week in our 
new setting at Dunster School. Hopefully the children enjoyed the 
activity packs we provided this week! 

Please keep an eye on the website for further activities and links. 

The following programmes are being streamed on BBC iplayer 

and Bitesize and are for pre-school age children.   

And finally, if you are decluttering to make room for new 

Christmas toys, we would appreciate any ride-on toys that 

you no longer need, for our youngest children.  Thank you. 

 Safeguarding   



 

Awards will start next week 

Please let us know your home learning success stories, funny moments or 

pearls of wisdom so we can recognise them here.  Email them to: 

timberscombe@educ.somerset.gov.uk 

Remember to be kind to yourselves xxx 

Key Dates 
15.01.21—Admission Applications Deadline—

for starting school or transfer to Middle School 

12.02.21—Last day of half term 

Nurturing our unique acorns, for the infinite possibilities of 
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An Extract from Thought for the Week 

Ed Gregory 
Director Education 

Diocese of Bath and Wells 

 

So we start this year understanding it is not at 
all easy. We need to start this year              
acknowledging our inner voice which may be 
a mixture, even a turmoil, of  feelings. As we 
acknowledge our inner voice seeking to make 
sense of the complicated and unpredictable, 
let us remind ourselves too that 2021 is still a 
year full of hope, of the good that is ahead. 
Let us be mindfully aware of the joy that still 
abounds in the everyday. Let us ensure that 
we are able to draw solace and energy by 
making and taking time to look after ourselves 
and those we love.  

Growth Mindset Weekly:  
 

“A true olympian is not just about a god given skill set.  It’s about never giving up no matter what.” 

from the movie Eddie the Eagle 

 

  

 

 

 

 

During lockdown, why not combine a family walk with a     

litter pick? Tell us about it and send us photos, so we can 

celebrate it here. 

‘As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. Bear 
with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you 

also must forgive. Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. And let the peace
of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in
you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual

songs to God. And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the 
Father through him.’  The Bible, Colossians 3:12-17

So, as we journey together into 2021 let us each clothe ourselves with love, let the peace of Christ rule in our 
hearts and let each one of us hold on to joy and hope at this most challenging start to 2021. 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

Dear God, thank you that not everything is cancelled
Thank you that sunshine is not cancelled, that love is not cancelled
Thank you that relationships are not cancelled
Thank you that reading is not cancelled, that naps are not cancelled
Thank you that going for a walk is not cancelled
Thank you that kindness is not cancelled, that imagination is not 
cancelled
Thank you that conversation is not cancelled

Thank you that HOPE is not cancelled.
Amen

Keyworker and Wrap Around Care Provision 

Booking and Lunches 

The keyworker provision booking form and lunch 

menu will be sent out each week on Monday  

morning for the following week.  If your child is  

attending, please complete and return it by 9.00 

am on the Wednesday morning. 

DEADLINE REMINDER—School Entry  / Transfer to Middle School 

September 2021 

Whether it is starting school in reception (DOB 01.09.16—31.08.17) or 

transferring to middle school (current year 4), the closing date for appli-

cations is: 15th January 2021 

The online application portal is here: 

 https://www.somerset.gov.uk/education-and-families/apply-to-start

-school/  

As County Hall staff are  all working from home, they prefer to only ac-

cept online applications.  If you need help with your  application, please 

contact us at school. 



 

 

  

By Kelly Twiss 

 

A Mindful Kindful New Year to you! 
 

After the year we have all experienced, I believe the last thing we need to do is put pressure on      
ourselves to make unrealistic New Years resolutions!  

With all the uncertainty and worry that we have all been subject to, let’s start 2021 in a nurturing and 
gentle manner, lets ease our way in nice and slow. 

We can really ask too much of ourselves in the New Year, eat less, exercise more, drink less, stress 
less, start meditating, take up running, whatever it is, we put these expectations on ourselves and I 
don’t know about you, but I am usually exhausted by January!  As I know many of you will agree, we 
may have put ourselves   under a bit of extra pressure trying to make this Christmas extra special for 
the children, due to all the  restrictions of not being able to spend time with all our friends and family 
as we would usually. And this has been on top of choosing and wrapping presents, planning and      
preparing countless meals, decorating the house and the tree, and all the other jobs we give ourselves 
at this time of year!  

I have really noticed that friends, family and local people have taken up new hobbies that they have 
been    really absorbed in; we have been doing more reading, playing, crafting, gardening, painting, 
learning new skills. It’s great to find an activity that you absolutely enjoy and can get lost in. Lockdown 
has taught us that we can get outside, we don’t need to run for miles, but we can take a walk in the 
beauty and nature that surrounds us, this is great for us mentally and physically. 

So why not try a new cake recipe? learn to make some new dishes for the family to enjoy, take nice 
long deep relaxing baths, take this time for you and your family. We can’t make plans in the ways we 
are used to so living in the moment has never been more important. 

 

My new year’s resolution is to enjoy the people I have around me, 
look after myself and the people in my community and reflect on all I 
have and to see what opportunities arise by just taking each day at a 
time.   

Every day is a gift! 

 

Let’s set intentions rather than resolutions! 

 


