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Nurturing our unique acorns, for the infinite possibilities of the 
mighty oaks they shall become.  

Inspired by John 10:10, Gideon 6:11 and Corinthians 13:4 

Head Teacher’s Blog  
Dear Parents and Carers 
 

Our first delayed newsletter due to me be out and about at Pinkery.  I cannot apologise enough, but to 
write it so early prior to going would not have been a true representation of our week.  
Pinkery (including the Exmoor Centre) was amazing.  Seeing the year 4s rise to all manner of 
challenges, from rock climbing to just being away from home, they all coped brilliantly. They all grew, 
from every aspect of independence and challenge—it is actually a privilege to be part of their 
development and to witness this growth first hand.  
I remember photographing my own children in our hall way, with their backpacks and sleeping bags; 
being torn between the desire to keep them safely wrapped up with us and letting them explore the 
world.   Thank you for trusting us and for your support.  They did ace, and I am sorry to tell you… they 
have matured as a result.  Life happens all too quick doesn't it.  But be proud—they all did so well! 
A huge public thank you to all the staff who came but also those who stayed onsite to keep things 
going.  A special thanks to Mr James for all his work planning this and to Miss Sparks too.  A final 
thank you to the Exmoor Rangers and the team making it work at both centres.  
Back at school, the children this week have had a brilliant music workshop as part of the Jackdaw 
Year of the Guitar celebrations.  The children got to engage with a percussion workshop and got stuck 
in, recreating a piece collaboratively. 
We are regrouping with our plans since the government announcement and will communicate with you 
about the summer term events as we progress. Please take note of the changes to transition and any 
Parentmail updates that are coming out.  
Finally, a huge well done to Miss Sparks (and Dunster’s Miss Collins) for completing the 30 mile 
Exmoor Perambulation this Saturday!  An extra amazing feat after their three days away at camp! 
Have a lovely week 
 

Mrs Naomi Philp 

 

Our school is about kindness, caring for others, ourselves, 
and our world.  

 

Our school values our faith, our location, our community 
and most of all each other. 

 

Tel No: 01643 841259    www.timberscombecofefirstschool.co.uk     timberscombe@educ.somerset.gov.uk 

Little Oaks News 
This week we have been thinking about where we live. 
We have looked at pictures of different houses and 
talked about walls, 
windows, doors 
and the roof! 
 
We are planning a 
walk around     
Timberscombe so 
we can further   
explore our local 
area. 
 
Alongside this, the 
children have    
enjoyed using the  
balance bikes in 
their PE lesson! 
 

 

 

 

 

The Exmoor National Park 
Visitor Centre has resumed 
the collection of empty crisp 
packets of any make. They are 
taken for processing and 
made into items such as       
garden furniture. Save them 

up and pop them into the visitor centre so that they 
don't end up in landfill or in our waterways. 

Summer Holiday Activities & Food Project 
 

We are pleased to be offering Summer holiday      

provision during July and August, which will be open 

to all pupils in the Moorland Federation and their   

siblings.  The summer activity sessions will be      

provided by Number 1 West Somerset coaches and 

held at Dunster and Porlock.  For more details, see 

the poster on page 3. 



Our Star of the week is Max, for the huge progress he has made in swimming 
Class 1   Emme’s mum, Hilary gets the Kindness Award this week for supporting us with transporting children to 
swimming.  It has been a massive help and we are very grateful.  The Achievement Award goes to Hermione for 
brilliant maths this week. 
Class 2  Connor, Stanley and Sam each get an Achievement Award this week.  They really got stuck in with the 
Year 4s and Dunster Y4s at the Moorland Edge Forest on Monday and completed a great scavenger hunt! 

Key Dates—subject to the government road map  

 

wc 21.06.21—Class 2 swimming.  Don’t forget kits. 
25.06.21—Y4 pm visit to MMS 
29.06.21—18.30 Y4 Parents Google Meet with MMS 
01.07.21—Whole School Beach Day 
02.07.21—Outreach Team Drop In 
07.07.21—Whole School Move Up Day (Y4 at MMS) 
13.07.21—Sports Day (Dunster)  
14.07.21—Reserve Date for Sports Day  
14.07.21—Teddy Bear’s Picnic 
19.07.21—Revised date, road map step 4 
23.07.21—Leavers Service and Last day of term 
02.09.21 & 03.09.21—Inset Days 
06.09.21—Back to school 2021-2022 

Nurturing our unique acorns, for the infinite possibilities of the 
mighty oaks they shall become.  

Inspired by John 10:10, Gideon 6:11 and Corinthians 13:4 

An Extract from Thought for the Week 
Ed Gregory 

Director of Education, Diocese of Bath and Wells 
 

There is much going on and everything is underpinned by 
values. In our churches and church schools our values 
are rooted in our Christian tradition and reflect the      
teachings of the Bible. Moral values are not new however, 
at times they can be forgotten or worse, hijacked. In 
schools and parishes we work incredibly hard to promote 
positive values and to challenge views, or actions, that 
have no place in our modern society. We are all about 
building positive communities and living well together, 
with a foundation of dignity and respect for all. With this in 
mind I share with you a letter (see link below) from Gareth 
Southgate, about so much more than football; well done 
Gareth. He says: ‘I know my voice carries weight, not   
because of who I am but because of the position that I 
hold. At home, I’m below the kids and the dogs in the 
pecking order but publicly I am the England men’s football 
team manager. I have a responsibility to the wider      
community to use my voice, and so do the players: 
https://www.theplayerstribune.com/posts/dear-
england-gareth-southgate-euros-soccer 

Growth Mindset Weekly 
"Sometimes you have to go through difficult times as a team, and failures, to learn and to improve"  Gareth Southgate 

Safeguarding 
NSPCC helpline- Helping adults protect children 
 

Whether you want support and advice or you’re worried 

about a child, the NSPCC is there to help. 
 

The NSPCC helpline is staffed by trained  professionals 

who can provide expert advice and support if you’re 

concerned about a child, if you’re a parent or carer 

looking for advice, or if you’re a professional in need of 

information and guidance.  

You can call them on 0808 800 5000, email 

help@nspcc.org or submit their online form.  They also 

have advice about spotting the signs of abuse. You can 

call Monday to Friday 8am – 10pm or 9am – 6pm at the 

weekends, or email at any time. It’s free and you don’t 

have to say who you are. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

The NSPCC offers support and guidance for parents here: 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/support-

for-parents/ 

18th June 2021 

First Aid—CPR 
The upsetting scenes that unfolded last week-
end at Euro 2020, highlighted the importance 
of CPR, without which Christian Eriksen, an     
apparently fit 29 year old, would have indeed 
died. 
 

The St John Ambulance website gives clear 
instructions and a video on how to perform 
CPR on both adults and children: 
https://www.sja.org.uk/get-advice/first-aid-
advice/unresponsive-casualty/how-to-do-cpr-
on-an-adult/ 
https://www.sja.org.uk/get-advice/first-aid-
advice/paediatric-first-aid/how-to-do-cpr-on-a-
child/ 
 

There is also guidance on how to use a        
defibrillator: 
https://
www.sja.org.uk/
get-advice/first-
aid-advice/how-
to/how-to-use-a-
defibrillator/ 
 



 

By Kelly Twiss 





https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk 

 

We’re so excited to reveal the theme for 

the Summer Reading Challenge 2021! 
Get ready for Wild World Heroes, arriving online and in your local library this summer. 

Pack your bags, we’re headed for Wilderville! 

It’s a pretty cool place, but there are lots of things that the Wild World Heroes can do 
to make their town even better for the people and animals that live there. 

Join the Wild World Heroes for the Summer Reading Challenge and discover how you 
can make a difference to the environment too. 

We’re teaming up with WWF for a very special nature-themed Challenge that will in-
spire you to stand up for the planet! 

Wild World Heroes will feature amazing books, awesome rewards, and plenty of ideas 
for taking care of our environment. 

Are you excited to join the #WildWorldHeroes this summer? 

Keep an eye on our blog for all the latest Summer Reading Challenge news 

 

On the Summer Reading Challenge website you can find: 

Find a Read  -  Book Sorter   -   Reading Club       

Chat  -   Activities  -  News  -  Games 

https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk
https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/news

