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History Feature: Clicket Revisited 

The Historic Environment Record for Exmoor National Park is probably the best place to 
start when researching Clicket, a settlement with mediaeval origins which has been deserted 
since the early 1900s, situated between Timberscombe and Luxborough in West Somerset. 
Clicket was a loose association of settlements in a remote and not easily accessible steep 
valley which in the end was probably one of the factors leading to its decline and 
abandonment. 

 

Map – HER for ENP (grid ref SS 9626 3950 map sheet SS93NE) 

The medieval origin of Clicket farmstead is suggested by the Lay Subsidy of 1327 under 
Porlock by the entry of Nicholas Clicket.  Porlock is five miles away from Clicket and it is 
reasonable to assume a link.  Thorn Farm is also noted in the 1327 listing which does not 
refer to any other local farm, including Allercott.  (1) The Lay Subsidy was a flat rate tax of 
one twentieth of the value of each person’s moveable goods and as the majority of 
moveable goods were cattle, sheep and crops, these tax records provide a detailed listing 
of rural taxation. Clicket is next shown almost 500 years later, on the 1809 OS map as a 
small settlement as seen below. Thorn Farm and a mill are listed separately on the east side 
of the tributary River Churnet which flows north into Timberscombe and joins the River 
Aville; and these buildings fall within the Luxborough parish boundary. Although the 
Churnet mostly forms a boundary between the two parishes, there is a kink to include what 
is known as Mill Leat Cottage south of the mill and on the east bank along with 
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outbuildings and another dwelling, most likely used as a chapel at times, on the west side 
of the bank, which fall within the Timberscombe parish boundary. (2) 

Thorn Farm uniquely in this area of settlement was of a superior level of construction on 
levelled ground, comprising four buildings – a farmhouse, a linhay, a cottage and another 
of unknown use. The farmhouse can reasonably be dated to the later 1600s with further 
uncertainty as to whether it was a one or two floor building, but the gable end is roughly 
six metres high. The ruins here are the most impressive in Clicket. Of lesser construction, 
the other properties were built into the hillside and earth banked up against the outer walls, 
then and more so subsequently. 

 

By the time of the Tithe Map of 1844, Clicket is shown as part of Allercott. By around 
1840, there had been a decline in the fortunes of Thorn Farm which had ceased to be a 
viable independent entity and was now rented by John Joyce who also rented and lived at 
Allercott. (3) 

Bickham’s Mill which formed part of the Clicket settlement was in existence in the mid 
1500s when it was recorded as being sold. Like Thorn Farm, it later suffered a decline. The 
mill comprised three buildings, the mill, the mill-house and linhay. Some evidence suggests 
the northern part of the mill-house may have been used as a bakery which would have been 
quite usual. This building would have been two storey with millstones on the upper floor 
and machinery below. The mill leat line runs to the south and is difficult to track, whilst 
the mill pond was later blocked. Mill Leat Cottage, further upstream, comprised three 
cottages under one single roof but with no connecting doors. Of these three cottages the 
one closest to the leat and which has a buttress arching over the leat, is the one reputedly 
roofed into the mid 1950s.(4) 
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There are a number of good reasons why Bickham’s Mill was so called. In itself, Bickham 
is a highly unusual name and there is good reason to link the mill to Bickham Manor, also 
listed in the Lay Subsidy of 1327.  Compelling evidence exists in favour of this. (5) Over 
the years it has been known by many names including Beckham, Bickham, Hydron, 
Hything and Bridles. Bridles is also the name of a nearby field to the mill, located between 
it and Mill Leat Cottage. 

The western side of the stream, in Timberscombe parish, is where a single storey cottage 
stands which likely had a secondary use as a chapel, and this is somewhat set apart from 
the other dwellings. Richard Sandover writes that there was no mention of a chapel in 1810, 
which leads him to conclude that very likely it was Non-Conformist. 

Clicket was relatively inaccessible and no road leads there. To access the ruins now, as the 
small settlement in previous times, there are footpaths from Nurcott Farm to the south 
and from Bougham Farm to the north and via Croydon Hill, from which you will see ‘a 
network of well-worn, centuries old tracks that would have been used by drovers, lime 
burners, quarrymen, school children and farmers bringing their corn to and from Clicket 
Mill.’ (5) 

 

1844 Tithe Map  (6) 
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Alfred Vowles, a prolific photographer and chronicler of Exmoor and Somerset life, in a 
1944 essay (7) wrote evocatively of how the community might well have existed in the later 
1800s with references to contemporary memories of life and living in Clicket. Here is an 
extract regarding the chapel. The text in full is available on page 11. 

Among the inhabitants of Clicket a century or more ago there must have been an urge for religious services, 
but places of worship were distant, and the ways to them rough and toilsome, particularly in winter. The 
chapel tradition appears to be based on the fact that this uppermost tenement in Clicket Bottom became a 
Meeting House where Sunday services were held during a long period, these perhaps being discontinued when 
the Bible Christian chapel at Luxborough was built. John Chapman, of Will, (a nearby farm) whose 
reminiscences and vigorous descriptions have so impressed the writer, says that his mother was christened in 
“the chapel to Cleckett,” Here we have a very reliable reference to the religious significance of the building 
more than a century ago. 

There is evidence that in 1851 the Bible Christians held a meeting in the chapel where 
Pastor S. Crocker recorded attendance of around 70 people, which is not only the local 
population but must include more of the local farming community. It was written up as a 
‘tea meeting on behalf of the Missionary Society.. with a collection amounting to one pound, thirteen shillings 
and three pence.’ (8) 

Bible Christians had entered Somerset from the 1820s and established local fellowships for 
prayer and preaching.  Clicket could have been part of a loose association of hill country 
and other rural meetings referred to as the Kingsbrompton Circuit. (9) At Croydon Hall, 
Edward and James Cording who arrived in the area in 1833 and who were themselves 
preachers, supported passing preachers and were instrumental in setting up the chapel in 
Timberscombe in the late 1830s. Following the agricultural depression of the later 
Victorian period, allied with rural depopulation, this Bible Christian chapel later 
amalgamated with the United Methodist Church in 1907. 

 

Ruins of the likely Chapel cottage 

The nearest school to attend was in Timberscombe, a walk of nearly two miles by track. 
Attendance was often infrequent as the scholars would be called to assist in local activities, 
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whether whortleberry picking or assisting in the harvest. In October 1879 John Webber 
from Clicket was summonsed to school to account for the poor attendance of two sons, 
one Jesse, aged 9, out of 140 school days had attended for only 33 sessions. (10) 

Like in Timberscombe, there was an annual club walk on Whit Monday with floral staves 
prominent. Reputedly there was a local juvenile band to perform. There were no shops in 
Clicket, the nearest would have been in Timberscombe. 

A comprehensive review of Clicket in the form of a full survey of all the ruins was written 
by Richard Sandover, commissioned by Rob Wilson-North from Exmoor National Park 
and published in 2007 in the Somerset Archaeological and Natural History Society 
(SANHS). This has been an excellent source of reference for this newsletter. The text in 
full is available on page 14. 

The first Census taken June 1841 up to the April 1881 Census confirms that all the 
habitations were occupied including the farm, the mill and assorted cottages, then by 1891 
all are unoccupied. Only one, a cottage in Clicket is re-occupied at the time of the 1901 
Census. It should not be discounted though that there may have been occasional re-
habitation of the buildings as, for example, there is thought that the Huxtable family may 
have lived there at one point. The habitations in the main ceased to be lived in and declined 
from then onwards and have subsequently been the subject of interest to many nearby 
villagers and others, curious as to why a small settlement should have been abandoned. 

In 1841 Ursula Tarr is listed as the Miller at the corn mill, (known at this time as Hithing 
Mill,) with her daughter, and newly married daughter Salley to William Langdon. She died 
in 1843 aged 54 years and the mill appeared to pass to her son in law but he is not recorded 
as a miller. (11) It does not seem that the mill functioned as a mill after this period and like 
Thorn Farm, there was an inexorable decline. In the 1861 Census the mill is occupied by 
James Cole (labourer) and his family. Farmers had sent their corn to the mill to be ground 
but owing to the steep access and layout, donkeys or horses had to be used as the paths 
were not sufficiently wide to use farm carts. Legend has it that the miller had two donkeys, 
Dick and Short, which knew the routes so well that they could be despatched on their own 
to collect the corn and deliver the ‘middlings’ or flour back to the farmer. (12) 

   

The deteriorating and broken mill stone in the former mill building; View from the former Clicket Mill looking north 
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Census information of 1851 records that about 30 persons lived in the area in six dwellings, 
engaged in work ranging from farm labouring, quarrying and lumber. William Langdon and 
his family in the mill, the Williams families occupied another two dwellings, Robert Tarr 
and his family another, James Cole and his family another, and a quarry labourer Peter 
Lock another. There were lime kilns in the area and a number of quarries which provided 
a small range of economic activity. By 1861 there were 24 people living in Clicket. 6 families 
and one occupied by William Taylor, a shepherd. The Williams, Tarr and Cole families 
remain but the Langdon and Lock families have been replaced by William Webbers family. 
The mill is occupied by James Hole, probably the son of the James Cole in the 1851 Census, 
who may have worked the mill on a part-time basis. In the 1871 Census there were 24 
persons, or 5 families in Clicket, the two Cole families remained, as do the Williams and 
the Webbers, and a new family is listed, James and Jesse Hurford with a lodger, from Kings 
Brompton (now Brompton Regis). The Tarr family has left. In 1881 there 5 families are 
listed with 29 in total, with William and Mary Webber now registering 6 children, so having 
had a total of at least 11. The Coles families are still recorded. The Hurford and Williams 
families have left but two other families are listed, the Webbers from Luccombe and the 
Hales from Cutcombe. For the 1891 Census no-one is registered. 

The full Census Records for Clicket are available on the Timberscombe village 
website (13) There are statistics to show the proportions of children living in Clicket at 
these Census points by John Robins and available at Allerford Museum. 

The Census records the names of families still familiar to this area – Hole, Cole(s), Williams, 
Webber, Sweetlands and Tarr. From a population of about 30 in 1851 to a population of 
4 in 1901 and from then on, erratic and irregular occupation of the structures, this lead to 
inexorable decay from neglect and the intrusion of the elements, with vegetation reclaiming 
the ground. 

The later 1800s saw a decline in agriculture for a combination of reasons including the 
belated effects of the repeal of the Corn Laws in 1846 and the rapid increase in grain 
imports from the United States of America. Enabled by cheap mass transport to the UK, 
this undercut dramatically the price of domestically produced grain and the price of bread 
fell by half. Unable to make a living in traditional rural enterprises, agricultural workers and 
their families were forced to move to urban areas or emigrate to secure a living. Excessively 
wet weather 1879-82 made the problems even worse. There are suggestions that labour 
migration from this area would most likely have been to the USA, the colonies and South 
Wales to work in the coalfields. (14) 

Clicket did not have any additional resources to enable it to weather this depression and 
given the inaccessible access other than by tracks, the precarious nature of life in the valley 
made it simply too difficult to continue. Those that remained or later found their way to 
Clicket were vulnerable and more likely seeking shelter and refuge than hoping to create a 
sustainable way of life. 

In Alfred Vowles evocative description of Clicket – A Deserted Village – he referred to ‘an 
aged couple had to vacate their cottage, and there was no alternative accommodation. Rather than go to the 
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workhouse they occupied the mill, which was without doors or windows and with roof and ceilings decaying 
over their heads. The old man died there, and later his widow was given a home elsewhere. Poor old souls 
– they were the last occupants of Clicket Mill.’   

Local stories of Clicket also refer to a lady who, as late as the 1950s, would walk to work 
from there to Porlock daily, a trudge of more than seven miles each way, via 
Timberscombe, Wootton Courtenay, Huntscott, Luccombe and Horner. The return trip 
also being rather more of an uphill walk. (15) Peter Hesp also refers to her in his publication 
Secret Exmoor published in 1985, as being remembered by local people from twenty years 
previously. Read the full article on page 21 (16). 

And a reference to rabbit pies must be included in this report! An obituary printed in the 
West Somerset Free Press at the end of 1977 records for Mrs Lily E. Bryant ‘the older 
generation, especially those connected with the Methodist Church, will remember one of 
her specialities – rabbit pie suppers.’ Lily Elizabeth Bryant (nee Burge) had been born in 
1889 ‘in the now vanished little village of Clicket…. the last surviving child of George and 
Rachel Burge.’ (17) 

There was a television documentary about Clicket for the BBC programme Inside Out 
West, written by Henry Buckton and presented by archaeologist Mark Horton about 12 
years ago. Henry Buckton kindly tried to locate a DVD copy of the programme for me to 
donate to St Petrock’s History Group but was unsuccessful. I note there is still a helpful 
commentary thread about this programme online. 

A review of Clicket needs to include the last known photograph (or possibly the only 
photograph) of Clicket residents which can be provisionally dated to 1880. This image is 
widely known and available from a variety of sources, but the names of the various villagers 
shown have not been confirmed.  
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Although not very clear, it is a reasonable assumption that the man second from the right 
and wearing an apron is possibly a miller, whilst in the foreground the man holding a dog 
has tools at his feet suggesting he is possibly a quarryman. Any help to identify who these 
people are would be very welcome! 

Quite a lot has been written about the village of Clicket and the sadness of the demise of a 
small community which had forged a living in this valley for hundreds of years, ranging 
from Peter Hesp, Alfred Vowles, Henry Buckton, Richard Sandover and Hilary Binding to 
name but a few of the better known names. 

Visiting Clicket in 2021 can be challenging and slightly disorientating as Hilary Binding 
noted in 2001 ‘Clicket is a strangely elusive place and although I have visited it several times over the 
years, I always find it hard to get my bearings and parts that I remember well from earlier days just seem 
to vanish in the thick undergrowth and festoons of creepers that adorn the trees overhanging the Chernet 
river.’ (18)  Now the site comprises ruined buildings, a hollow way, and a variety of ruined 
buildings, some being more evident depending on the prevailing undergrowth and the time 
of year. Walk to Clicket and savour the surroundings before what is left finally returns to 
nature. There is an Exmoor Society guided walk planned for 22nd May. Why not book it 
and see what you can find? https://www.exmoorsociety.com/events/event/guided-walk-
the-lost-village-of-clicket-2 

   

And finally, a haunting poem about Clicket was written and published in 1987 by Berta 
Lawrence (19) 

  

https://www.exmoorsociety.com/events/event/guided-walk-the-lost-village-of-clicket-2
https://www.exmoorsociety.com/events/event/guided-walk-the-lost-village-of-clicket-2
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DESERTED VILLAGE 
Dead now, old people who remembered 
Grandparents from Clicket. 
 
Clicket too is dead, like a corner of Roman Gaul 
Buried in a valley cupped by Brendon Hills. 
You can excavate it, find stones of a linhay-wall 
Or a fragment of byre-pillar from a farm 
Called Thorn or Combe; 
Find a mill-stone cast under dead branches 
Near the leat choked with many years’ leaves. 
Or a bit of leaded window from a cottage. 
 
Discover Clicket among gorse-thickets and 
broom, 
Among wilding fruit trees, Combe’s orchard 
once, 
Under rich layers of leaf-mould 
Beneath walnut -trees rifled by boys 
Long after Clicket grew silent. 
 
Silent, except for the note of the stream 
(They say there are trout there still) 
Birdsong from a copse tangled with flowers, 
Rustle of rabbit or stoat in the bracken, 
Bark of the fox after dark 
And moan of the wind through a roofless mill. 
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https://www.mineheadonline.co.uk/clicketmap.html
https://timberscombevillage.com/clicket/
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A DESERTED VILLAGE Recollection of the Clicket Valley Community 
Article by Alfred Vowles, in West Somerset Free Press, August 12, 1944 

 
What is known as the Clicket Valley lies to the south of Timberscombe, running up into the hills 
towards Luxborough. It is now a thickly timbered valley, much overgrown in its more remote depths 
but up to 70 or 80 years ago it sheltered quite a sizeable community inhabiting, among other buildings, 
two or three small farms and a mill. To-day, except for Croydon House, a 17th century building now 
farmhouse, which overlooks the Valley from its northern side, all the habitations lie in ruins, forlorn 
and desolate, almost hidden from sight in most cases by the overhanging trees and dense undergrowth, 
the haunts of creatures that harbour and thrive in secluded well-guarded sanctuaries. To-day hardly a 
soul disturbs the spot from one year's end to another. It is said that when Clicket was a ”town" more 
children went to Timberscombe school from this valley than attended that institution now. These were 
days of large families, long hours, low wages, and very hard labour, and those who were born at Clicket 
and still live tell of these things. A true story is told of a woman of the valley who once a week used to 
walk all the way to Porlock, do a hard day's work, then trudge home again, the double journey being 
about 15 miles, and for what we should call in these days or high wages and luxurious travel a mere 
coin. Her homeward route, no doubt, would take her along Hacketty Way to Horner, thence on to 
Luccombe, Huntscott, Wootton Courtenay and Timberscombe, followed by the long drag up the valley 
to her little home. And this in "the good old days!”. 
 
The inhabitants of this isolated spot had frequently to make their own pleasures. There was a Clicket 
Band, open to engagements it is believed, while the children each year - perhaps during Whit week — 
held a club walk with floral staves and juvenile band complete, the chief instruments being a tin can 
and whistle! No doubt this institution was inspired by the more staid and senior Timberscombe club 
walk. 
 
This valley, behind the pretty village of Timberscombe, is very little known, although it is among the 
most beautiful in the district; in fact, a jolly farmer in the village called it: "A topping valley; one of the 
very best in Zummerzet." But the writer believes there are more ruins in it than in any other valley of 
West Somerset. 
 
Collinson (1791) described the locality as ” ... encompassed with hills of wood," and "the country round 
is picturesque and romantick." The valley on the east side is flanked for almost its whole distance by 
the heights of Croydon Hill, with its extensive young plantations, the hill above Clicket rising steeply 
to 1,300ft. Apart from wild scenery and pleasing contours, the valley possesses three well-known 
houses with their woods, pasture, and arable lands - Croydon House being on the slopes of the east 
side, and Beazley and Allercott Farms standing high up on the western slopes; each has interesting 
associations, but it is with the ruins and the past this paper seeks to dwell. 
 
Entering the valley through a gate just above Timberscombe Church, one strikes a rough track that 
leads down to a group of secluded farm buildings, with faint traces of a tenement close by. This is 
Bougham, in Bougham Bottom (pronounced "Boom" at Timberscombe , which in the time of Queen 
Elizabeth, 
Savage (1830) tells us, was a “ .. capitol messuage .... formerly belonging to Thomas Elsworthy.” There 
were proceedings relating to this place in the Court of Chancery, in which John Downe and Catherine 
his wife were plaintiffs, and John Heper and Thomas Green were defendants. The dwelling-house was 
vacated about 50 years ago, one George Bowden being the last to live there. 
 
Proceeding up the valley through lush, well—watered meadows and plantations of graceful breezy 
willow trees, and then Black Well wood, one may enter a side valley that runs um to the S.W., hear the 
head of which stands Combe, a small farmhouse with outbuildings, untenanted and passing into ruins. 
Here there are a fine colonade of circular pillars supporting the roof of a cattle shed, a pond with a 
large fallen beech tree lying in the water, and a garden and orchard full of wild growth, but where in 
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May apple and other fruit 
trees were in full bloom. In former days there were two tenements at Combe, and the spot is so snug 
in its little valley that it cannot be seen until one is on top of it. 
 
A quarter of a mile farther up the main valley is this totally deserted hamlet of Clicket, most of the 
ruins being on the east side of the stream and a little way up the slopes, and to reach the first two one 
must pass from the parish of Timberscombe into that of Luxborough. The ruins of Thorn Farm and 
its outbuildings are practically at ground level, being hidden among trees, bushes, brambles, and rank 
under-growth. A fine walnut tree overhangs the place at the NE corner, while in the overgrown garden 
and orchard some fruit  
trees still blossom and bear in season, and it was to this orchard that the mischievous little boys of 
Clicket used to go stealing apples and other fruit, much to the annoyance of the owner. 
 
Just below Thorn are the remains of Clicket Mill (Beckham Mill of the maps) [or Bickham] once a busy 
centre of industry. The chimneys and walls of the dwelling house are still standing, and most of the 
slated roof is "intact” but the actual mill is in a ruinous state, all traces of the wheel and "machinery" 
having vanished. The dry, choked up leat can be followed up the valley, and the Clicket boys used to 
tantalise the old miller by letting the water off so that they could catch the trout and eels more easily. 
They also went ”groping" in the 
main stream for trout, acts the good little boys of Timberscombe and Luxborough would not do to-
day! Of this stream Savage wrote: "Another rivulet rises near Beech Tree ... and after turning a grist 
mill ... falls into the river ... from Dunkery near ... Timberscombe. All these streams contain trout and 
eels.” The mill referred to was at Clicket, but another was at Timberscombe, just below Knap. Within 
living memory the sad condition of housing in country districts was associated with Clicket Mill. An 
aged couple had to vacate their cottage, and there was no alternative accommodation. Rather than go 
to the workhouse they occupied the mill, which was without doors or windows and with roof and 
ceilings decaying over their heads. The old man died there, and later his widow was given a home 
elsewhere. Poor old souls - they were the last occupants of Clicket Mill. 
 
Milling half a century ago was carried on under different principles to those ruling at the present time. 
One of the last millers at Clicket employed a man to drive two pack- donkeys, names "Dick" and 
"Short," round the countryside to pick up customers corn. After milling, the flour, middlings and 
whatever was due to be returned were put into panniers and sent donkey wise, the animals being driven 
loose. 
 
To reach the next series of ruins, on re-entering Timberscombe parish and crossing the main stream 
over a little bridge only a few feet wide without parapets, then turning into the valley. Just beyond are 
the ruined walls of a cattle pen, and a few feet further on the ruins of a linhay, the north and west walls 
of which are still standing. A rough muddy track darkened by overhanging timber leads on and across 
the stream one soon glimpses still more ruins surrounded by trees and almost impenetrable 
undergrowth. 
 
These remains are of three houses which were under one roof, but little is to be seen save chaotic 
heaps of masonry and a few fragments of walls. Above them rises Shell Copse. In the immediate 
vicinity the nature lover will find much to interest him, particularly the ornithologist and botanist. 
 
Associated with the last ruin to be visited at Clicket is a tradition that it was a chapel. It stands farther 
up 
the valley on the west side of the stream and in the parish of Timberscombe. George Hole was the last 
in possession. Against the exterior of the north wall is a semi—circular block of masonry which may 
be the remains of an oven, but the "interior" of the dwelling is too ruinous and choked with the debris 
of walls, roof, and windows to confirm this; 
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Among the inhabitants of Clicket a century or more ago there must have been an urge for religious 
services, but places of worship were distant, and the ways to them rough and toilsome, particularly in 
winter. The chapel tradition appears to be based on the fact that this uppermost tenement in Clicket 
Bottom became a Meeting House where Sunday services were held during a long period, these perhaps 
being discontinued when the Bible Christian chapel at Luxborough was built. John Chapman, of Will, 
whose reminiscences and vigorous descriptions have so impressed the writer, says that his mother was 
christened in "the chapel to Cleckett," Here we have a very reliable reference to the religious 
significance of the building more than a century ago. 
 
The itinerant who descends this beautiful and deserted valley from the Luxborough direction will find 
the ruins of its little house of worship the first in his path; but if he ascends from Timberscombe they 
will be the last - at the end of Clicket. 
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CLICKET, A CO-LOCATION OF HABITATION 

RICHARD SANDOVER 

SUMMARY 

Clicket exists today as a collection of widely 

dispersed ruins. The history of the area 

suggests that this was not a single settlement 

although in Victorian times at least the 

inhabitants of the area probably identified 

themselves as a community. This article 

reports the results of a full survey of all the 

ruins and attempts to provide a composite 

review of the sparse historic record left behind 

by the separate holdings. 

INTRODUCTION 

On the north-eastern slopes of Exmoor there 

are five sets of ruins, either side of a small 

valley whose stream runs north into 

Timberscombe (Aston 1983, 84) (Figs 1 and 2). 

These comprise, on the east bank, Thorn Farm 

(SS 963 398) (HER 33735), Bickham’s Mill (SS 

961 398) (HER 33736) and Mill Leat Cottage (SS 

962 395) (HER 34123), and on the west bank a 

single cottage (SS 962 394) and a linhay (SS 961 

397); the linhay is not considered further in this 

report because the tithe apportionment places 

it within the tenure of Allercott Farm. Both 

Timberscombe and Allercott are recorded in 

Domesday, the former held by Roger of 

Arundel, the latter as part of the holdings of 

William of Mohun, who held extensive lands in 

the local area and established his seat of power 

in the town of Dunster, just to the north of 

Clicket (Thorn and Thorn 1980). Clicket does 

not appear in Domesday, neither do the farm 

or the mill, and these latter were probably 

independent of the settlement. 

DESCRIPTION 

Thorn Farm comprises four buildings, a 

farmhouse, a linhay, a cottage and one other 

structure whose specific role is unknown. The 

farmyard is almost level and lies north–south 

part way up the valley slope. The linhay is a 

classic south-western barn with an open front 

supported by six round pillars; it occupies the 

north-eastern side of the farmyard, just across 

from the cottage. Twentieth century 

improvements to the farm track have damaged 

one side of the small structure of unknown use 

and it is now difficult to discern with any 

precision either its position or dimensions. The 

farmhouse is unique in this study because it is 

the only building whose site was extensively 

levelled prior to construction; where the 

hillside impinged upon other buildings in 

Clicket valley they were merely dug back into it 

and hillwash now butts against these external 

walls, if not engulfing them. The farmhouse 

was built in two phases and from the manner 

in which walls are not bonded, but butt up 

against each other, it is possible to determine 

that the southern portion was the original 

building. The northern extension dates to 1673 

and the two remaining windows in the west 

wall are reminiscent of Stuart stately homes, 

extending a full 4m from top to bottom, with 

wooden lintels marking the first floor. It is not 

possible to determine whether the original 

farmhouse was of one or two-storey 

construction but it now retains the most 

impressive piece of ruined masonry in Clicket 

valley, a gable end that still stands some 6m 

high (Fig. 3). The Victorian record shows two 

families living at the farm, presumably one in 

the farmhouse and the other in the cottage. 

Away to the north of the farm lies a well-

constructed pond which probably represents 

the water source used by the farm. The original 

trackway from farm to mill has, at the farm 

end, been subsumed by a spring; thus a nicely 

revetted holloway has become a ‘waterway’. 

The mill, lower down the slope, comprises 

three buildings, the mill, mill-house and a 

linhay. This linhay had two round pillars 

supporting the front that appear to have been 

bricked in, maybe turning the open linhay into 

an enclosed outbuilding. The mill-house also 

shows evidence of two phases of construction  
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with walls at the northern end not tied into 

those of the southern building. It is the 

northern portion that is secondary, and it may 

have been built as a bakery used to bake bread 

for the farmers whose grain had been ground 

(Graham Lockyer, pers. comm.). The mill had 

an overshot wheel, whose pit is still accessible, 

and was of at least two-storey construction; 

this would have placed the millstones upon the 

upper floor, with the machinery below. Two of 

the sockets used to support the beams of the 

first floor remain. Again Victorian records show 

two families living in the mill, presumably one 

in the mill-house, while the other could have 

lived in any of the three buildings, assuming 

the mill had ceased to be operational (see 

discussion of census data below). The millpond 

and the stone portion of the launder that fed 

the wheel are still visible on the hill behind the 

mill, but the pond has been blocked at some 

stage, probably when the old sluice gate was in 

a state of collapse, perhaps to provide a water 

supply for the occupants, rather than for the 

mill. The line of the mill leat runs away to the 

south and can still be traced in places. Also on 

the east bank, lies the site that the present 

owners have christened ‘Mill Leat Cottage’, 

and which is recorded in Victorian times as 

being ‘three cottages under one roof’. 

Although the two easterly ‘rooms’ are in a poor 

condition it is still discernible that there were 

no internal doorways connecting these 

‘rooms’, and this, coupled with the fact that all 

three buildings retain evidence of separate 

external doors, suggests that the three 

cottages under one roof were designed in just 

that manner. Again it is possible to discover the 

places where the walls are not bonded 

correctly, certainly between the original 

building and both the ‘extensions’, although it 

is difficult to interpret the relationship 

between these two latter. Thus the cottages 

definitely exhibit evidence of two phases of 

construction; a third phase is less certain. The 

western cottage is in better  
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condition than the others and it is probably this 

one that the present owners have been told 

was still roofed c. 1955. This cottage has a large 

buttress that arches over the mill leat (hence 

the name) and thus establishes a relative 

chronology between cottage/s and leat, and by 

association mill. The leat used to join the 

stream a scant 3m from the buttress, where 

the stonework of the sluice gate is extant. The 

two extensions were not of such robust 

construction, but there remains evidence of a  
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fireplace with a bread oven in the corner of the 

south-eastern extension. 

Both ‘extensions’ have the remnants of a 

possible six by three foot ‘alcove’ which may 

have been sleeping compartments as in Irish 

cottages (Brian Fox, pers. comm.). Finally, 

crossing the stream to the western bank, a 

single cottage stands apart from its three 

neighbours. Again just a single-room building 

this cottage is of particularly robust 

construction. In an interview (reported in the 

West Somerset Free Press, 12 August 1944) 

with a former resident of Clicket there is 

mention of a chapel in the ‘town’. This 

suggestion has been reinforced by the present 

owner of Thorn Farm who reports being told 

that ‘two of the tombstones from the chapel 

have been used as a revetment along the 

stream north of the mill’. There is no mention 

of a chapel in the Valor Ecclesiasticus (Caley 

and Hunter 1810), which suggests that if a 

chapel did exist it was more likely to have been 

NonConformist. This isolated cottage may 

have enjoyed such a secondary use. It should 

finally be noted that, although the parish 

boundary between Luxborough and 

Timberscombe generally follows the stream in 

the valley bottom, when it gets near Mill Leat 

cottage it deviates from the stream, placing all 

the cottages that represent Clicket in the 

parish of Timberscombe, while the mill and the 

farm remain within that of Luxborough (Fig. 4). 

 

HISTORY 

Domesday records what may be seen as a 

‘central core’ to the lands of William of Mohun 

existing in the general area around Clicket (Fig. 

1). While Clicket does not appear in Domesday 

it may have existed as part of another manor, 

and this would most probably be Allercott. 

Allercott at Domesday was recorded as 240 

acres, while the tithe assessment of 1840 gives 

220 acres and this may suggest continuity. It is 

probable that the area that was to become 

Clicket was part of Mohun’s holdings but this 

has not been established. One Durand held the 
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manors of Oaktrow, Allercott, Old Stowey and 

Brown from Mohun and he may have had 

aspirations in the valley. A more likely 

candidate, however, is Richard who held the 

single manor of Bickham just to the north, near 

Timberscome. No source consulted for the 

place-name Clicket contained any relevant 

reference (eg Ekwall 1960; Mills 2003). Click 

Mill, on Orkney, derives its name from the 

clacking of the clapper against the tray or 

armature, and this name is reported three 

times in Scotland (Cruden 1949). However 

Orkney is a long way from Somerset and the 

name refers to a mill, rather than a settlement. 

The Aller element of Allercott is drawn from an 

alder tree and there are six places in Somerset 

recorded in Domesday with this derivative, 

three of which are in Carhampton Hundred 

(which holds both Luxborough and 

Timberscombe parishes). Similarly Thorn is 

derived from a thorn tree and there are four 

such sites in Somerset at Domesday, none of 

which lie in Carhampton Hundred. Bickham, on 

the other hand, is unusual and singular in 

Somerset at that time. Extensive search of all 

available editions of various place-name 

dictionaries produced Bicton as the nearest 

contender to Bickham/Beckham. The dearth of 

places named Bickham, coupled with the 

existence of Bickham Manor in Domesday, the 

ruins of Bickham’s Mill and the existence of 

Bickham Wood (c. 0.5km from the modern 

farm) (SS 944 411) present a strong, 

cumulative argument in favour of Richard of 

Bickham, or a scion, establishing both mill and 

wood in the area, presumably with the 

permission of the Mohun family. There is 

however a second contender for aspirations in 

the valley; Timberscombe derives its name 

from a ‘narrow valley in which timber was 

grown’. Domesday records a mere two acres of 

woodland for Allercott, none for Bickham and 

some 64 acres for Timberscombe Manor; while 

recorded areas in Domesday are sometimes 

inaccurate, the relative difference in holding 

between these sites is considerable. Assuming 

that the dimensions reported in Domesday 

are, in this instance, reasonably accurate, 64 

acres is a small parcel of land when compared 

to the size of the combe and so it is considered 

that the proposed connection between 

Bickham Manor and Bickham’s Mill stands 

(Mills 2003; Thorn and Thorn 1980). 

Following the example of Aston (1983) a 

search was conducted of all available Lay 

Subsidies and Court Rolls for relevant 

surnames. Nicholas Clicket, of Porlock, is one 

of those recorded as paying the Lay Subsidy of 

1327 (Dickinson, 1889, 245–7). Porlock is a 

mere 8km from Clicket and so, given the 

unusual nature of the name, it is considered 

that a connection can be made. This represents 

the earliest mention of Clicket located. Assize 

records from Yvelchester (Ilchester) dated 

1243 record Adam de la Thurne from the 

Carhampton Hundred (Chadwyck Healey 1897, 

302), the Nomina Villarum records Robert de 

Bictone, at Bictone in Timberscombe parish 

(Dickinson, 1889, 53–78), while the Lay Subsidy 

of 1327 records Ade atte Thorne in Luxborough 

parish, Thoma atte Torre in Timberscombe 

parish, and Walter de Bikome in Carhampton 

parish (Aston 1983, 84; Dickinson 1889, 245–

7). This means that the earlier, 1243, record 

from Carhampton Hundred may be the same 

as the later, 1327, record from either 

Luxborough or Timberscombe, or indeed, 

neither of them. However, it is worthy of note 

that the 1327 Lay Subsidy for both parishes 

appears not only to establish the existence of 

Thorn Farm at that time, but also that the lack 

of reference to any of the other farms in the 

area (especially Allercott) may represent an 

ascendancy for Thorn Farm, culminating in the 

‘grandiose’ extension late in the 17th century. 

A similar measure of importance may be 

construed from the records associated with 

Bickham. Later records are equally barren; 

Spurr (2005, 1– 2) states that Thorn Farm was 

probably conveyed to George Escot (Wyllye) in 

1557, while Hydron Mill was probably 

conveyed to Sir John Wyndham the following 

year; in both cases possession moved from the 

Everard family. It should be noted that 

Bickham’s Mill has enjoyed a variety of names 
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during its existence – Beckham, Bickham, 

Hydron, Hything and Bridles have been noted. 

Beckham or Bickham may be seen as a 

corruption of the other, Bridles may be a case 

of mistaken identity for the field just to the 

north of Mill Leat Cottage (Fig. 2), while 

Hydron and Hything may be references to 

other (now lost) tenements in the area – this 

possibility is discussed for Brompton Regis in 

Aston (1983, 78– 81). The first, definitive listing 

of the settlement of Clicket does not occur 

until publication, in 1809, of the OS 1” to 1 mile 

1st edn, at which time the name is clearly 

associated with the cottages, while the mill 

and the farm are both named separately. If the 

farm and the mill appear to have been 

successful during the medieval period, as may 

be evidenced above, then by c. 1840 fortunes 

had been reversed. In 1843 the Revd Henry 

John Taylor was the landowner of all the land 

of interest, including Allercott, but with the 

exception of Bickham mill, which he rented 

from Lord Egremont and sub-let. At the mill 

Ursula Tarr was recorded as ‘the miller’ but at 

the subsequent census (1851) she has 

disappeared; William Langdon (her son in 

law?) is the new lessee, but is not recorded as 

the miller. The implication is that the mill had 

ceased to grind flour, probably before 1843; 

why else would Egremont lease it out, 

presumably knowing that it would be further 

sub-let? The farm was rented by John Joyce, 

who also rented Allercott and in the census he 

is recorded as living in the latter. This suggests 

that Thorn Farm had ceased to be a viable 

entity and had become part of a larger unit. 

Between the first census in 1841 and that of 

1881 all of the eight habitations within the 

area, Clicket, the mill and the farm are 

occupied and, with the exception of Ursula 

Tarr, the employment of the occupants is 

invariably recorded as farm labourer, shepherd 

and the like. Between 1881 and the 

subsequent census of 1891 all the buildings are 

vacated and only one, a cottage in Clicket, is 

reoccupied in 1901. The agricultural 

depression of the late Victorian period (c. 1870 

onwards) is the most probable cause of 

contemporary emigration, with the most 

probable destinations being the colonies, USA 

or the coalfields of South Wales (Dr R.W. 

Dunning, pers. comm.). The evidence from the 

OS County Series 1st Edition map of the site, 

dated 1883, may indicate that Bickham’s Mill 

was the first to be vacated, for this site alone is 

recorded as being ‘disused’ on the map 

(Bradford 1911, 333–6; Hewitt 1911, 405–25). 

CONCLUSION 

In conclusion, there is little evidence to suggest 

that Clicket was a single settlement which 

spread over two parishes; it is more probable 

that it was an, almost random, assortment of 

buildings that sprang up over time. Thorn Farm 

and Bickham’s Mill may be dated to the 

medieval period, the former through tax/court 

records, the latter through name association – 

both were in existence in the mid 16th century, 

when they were sold. Clicket probably existed 

at the beginning of the 14th century, again 

through name association, but nothing definite 

is recorded until 1809. Within the area it is 

possible, through the census, to track the 

movements of the later inhabitants around the 

various buildings. This latter, coupled with the, 

apparent, mass desertion would suggest that, 

while Clicket per se was a motley collection of 

diverse buildings, at its close the inhabitants 

regarded themselves as a single community 
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